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Youth for Christ exists to see
young people’s lives changed by
Jesus. We represent God’s heart
by showing Jesus in a relevant
way to young people in places like
schools, prisons, churches and local
communities using sport, music, the
arts and so much more.
This magazine contains stories from
across Britain of young people being
impacted and transformed as they
hear about and encounter Jesus.
Our hope is that you’ll feel stirred
and motivated to be part of it.
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New Horizons
By Neil O’Boyle
As a movement, we are about change.
Seeing young people’s lives changed
by Jesus is what we long for and live
for. Because of this, we’re always on the
lookout for the most up-to-date ways to
represent God’s heart to young people
and open to where God leads us. It isn’t
easy, as it requires us to be courageous
and prepared to launch out into the
unknown for the sake of the young
people we are trying to reach. Yet we
do so, trusting in the One who knows all
things!
We’re not obsessed with novelty for the
sake of it, though. Like the apostle Paul
at Mars Hill, we work to share the good
news of Jesus in a way that’s appropriate
for our audience, so that it is understood
most fully. That means looking at where
young people are and then making sure
we show Jesus in a way that is relevant
to them.
One of the most important areas that we
need to be speaking into going forward
is the digital landscape. It’s growing
prominence in our society is undeniable
and the reason we need to speak into
it is that young people are increasingly
spending their time there. Our new
Missions & Evangelism Director, Joel
Preston is already excited about pursuing
what relevant, effective evangelism looks
like in the online space because wherever
young people are, that’s where you’ll find
us.
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The new youth edition of the Good News
Bible is something that we have spent
many months working on, alongside
our friends at The Bible Society. We got
involved with the project because we
know the difference God’s word can
make to young lives. When a young
person realises for the first time that they
can know God and actually hear Him
speak to them through the Bible, they
are amazed. At the end of a long process,
we couldn’t be more thrilled with the
finished product and hope this new
edition will enable a whole generation
of young people to connect with God’s
word. The results could be phenomenal.
Right across the country, our intrepid
local centres continue to innovate as
they engage with young people from all
walks of life. Whether it’s through new
local initiatives, new national events or
partnerships, our goal is to demonstrate
the love of God, declare who Jesus is,
encourage a decision to follow Him and
disciple young people to live their lives to
the full.
Why not stand with us today and be part
of seeing young people’s lives changed
by Jesus? Whether your support is
financial or prayerful, I am so thankful for
your partnership with us. Your support
means more young people are hearing
the good news about Jesus and being
totally transformed as they come to Him.
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For a man who recently made three
life-changing decisions, he’s remarkably
relaxed. Dressed in a simple black t-shirt
and jogging bottoms, he’s every bit the
modern gym guy. I’m curious what drove
a local lad from Rugby with a degree
in Arabic and German to head south.
“When I saw the advert for the role, I
thought there was no way I could be a
Director,” he replies honestly. “But, I’ve
learnt over the years that following Jesus
means saying ‘yes’ to everything He asks
of you.”
Fun and Flashing Lights

The Bridge
to the King
By Tim Adams
At 27, Jonny Richmond appears fearless.
He’s just got married, moved to Devon
and started as Director of Kingsbridge
Youth for Christ. When I sit down with
him, he’s buzzing about God. Yet candid
about his journey: there was the day he
blew all his money on drugs and spent
the week high and hungry, for starters.
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Jonny was brought up by Christian
parents and “always knew about God”,
he tells me leaning back in his chair. An
inquisitive but shy boy, he loved Sunday
school but when Jonny reached high
school, he was picked on. Shell-shocked,
he resolved to do everything he could to
fit in, including “pushing God aside” at
school. He got into running and hitting
the gym hard and when he lost weight,
he became popular. “Before long,” Jonny
continues, “I was going out with friends
instead of going to Church and faith
stopped being part of my everyday life”.
Even after God spoke to him at 17 about
working with young people, Jonny set
about enjoying friends, fun and all the
pleasure he could at university in Leeds,
he says openly. Partying, drinking and
doing drugs, he sums up his attitude
back then by a phrase he and his friends
would say: ‘You can’t spell Leeds without
LSD and 2 E’s’. “I was like a kid at Alton
Towers,” he reveals, acting out a child

mesmerised by the flashing lights and
desperate to go on every ride. But it
wasn’t to last.
The Turning Point
“The thing is,” he pauses. “After 3 or 4
years, you graduate.” His friends moved
home and got jobs but Jonny didn’t want
to. “I’d neglected my relationship with
my parents and was addicted to drugs
and the gym,” he admits. That brought
Jonny to his lowest point - walking into
the job centre on a Monday, picking up
£50 and smoking it that evening. “I spent
the rest of the week high and hungry,” he
declares, with a look of shame etched on
his face.
Lonely and angry at how things had
turned out, Jonny heard God tell him:
“If you want your life back, you have to
come back to me.” So, he swallowed
his pride, acknowledged his brokenness
and at 22, was happy to let God run his
life. He also called the Mum he had been
ignoring, who came and picked him up
the next day. That was 4 years ago.
Over time, his dependence on smoking
weed and getting validation through
how he looked fell away and he began
volunteering at church. Jonny confesses
that he never imagined he’d be a youth
worker, let alone a centre Director but
after 2 years with the “amazingly gifted,
faithful and hard-working” team at Rugby
Youth for Christ, God has called Jonny
to lead Kingsbridge Youth for Christ in
Devon.
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A Fresh Challenge
Stepping into an established rural Youth
for Christ centre, has been “like being
passed a well-oiled machine” for Jonny.
And he credits the volunteers’ prayerful
support with helping him settle in.
Pioneered over 20 years ago, by Anji
Chant, Kingsbridge Youth for Christ
(originally called Spiritulized) was set
up to support, encourage and reach out
to the area’s youth through projects
and initiatives. When Jonny visited this
summer’s carnival, he witnessed firsthand how well-known the centre and its
“iconic” bus are locally.
Jonny now works with around 40 young
people on a regular basis in the small
town but God is opening doors for a
much wider reach. Kingsbridge has a
great high school, he says, that have
invited the team in to deliver engaging
sessions on life as a Christian and
mentoring this coming year. “The school
pulls kids from around the wealthy
South Hams area,” he adds. “Most pupils
achieve top grades and have a bright
future ahead of them but not everyone is
so fortunate.”
For this second group, family breakdown,
poor self-worth, self-image problems
and a lack of direction are common, as
is taking drugs at an early age. “That’s
where we come in,” Jonny says beaming.
“Whatever young people’s situations,
I know the only way they’re going to
change is through Jesus. If I’d kept
listening to myself, I would not be halfway along this journey. Only by listening
to what God says about me and to me,
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have I been able to do it. That’s the
message I have for them.”
He is also working to bridge the gap
between church and the community.
“We’re starting a youth club in the
basement of a local church that has a
gaming hub, chill out area, pool and table
tennis,” he says barely coming up for air.
The idea is to “create family” and will
see young people sit and eat together,
according to Jonny.
The Future
Jonny’s heart for Kingsbridge Youth for
Christ is to see young people meet Jesus
and commit to Him. “I love the name
because I think it’s prophetic. It’s the
bridge to the King!” he enthuses. Another
big part for Jonny is discipling and
releasing young leaders. He’s a visionary
and, as such, is praying for God to send
young workers to Kingsbridge because:
“I feel we are at a tipping point. I think
there’s a massive harvest on the horizon,
so we need workers.”
Returning to my initial question, I remark
how courageous this man of integrity is
for taking such massive steps into the
unknown. He’s instantly uncomfortable.
“There’s an element of that,” Jonny says
reluctantly. “But coming to Kingsbridge
never felt like I was taking a risk. There
have been real difficulties but when you
know who God is and you’ve seen Him
work before, you feel energised to go
into the challenge He is calling you to.”
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Passing the Baton
By Phil Knox
Outgoing Director of Evangelism & Leadership, Phil
Knox speaks to new Missions & Evangelism Director,
Joel Preston about his journey and what’s exciting him
about the role…
Tell us a bit about your previous job and your journey
to Youth for Christ.
I was Youth Minister for St Michael’s Church in Stoke
Gifford. I’ve been doing church-based youth work for
ten years but I started on a gap year with Youth for
Christ. I then spent 4 years with Nuneaton Youth for
Christ, which were formative for me. That’s where my
passion for seeing young people come to know Jesus
really blossomed.

That was the temptation, initially, but if we’re looking
to be relevant, where young people are at is on their
phones on social media. What we did was to encourage
use of phones to download a Bible app. I’m all for using
technology to help young people get closer to Jesus
and equip them to share their faith with their friends.
Tell us a bit about your leadership blog and why
developing young leaders is so important to you?
I started leadanyone.com to process my own thoughts
on leadership but people found it a useful thing for
them too. I’m passionate about leaders developing
their skills and giftings in a way that sees God’s
Kingdom grow. If we equip people to influence
their peers and networks, it will change the lives of
individuals as well as cultures across towns, cities,
countries and the world.

What are some of the things that excite you about
your new role?

What are your hopes about the role Youth for Christ
is going to play in mission and evangelism in Britain
over the coming years?

There are so many areas. One is our touring teams, that
have been key for many years. Another is our prisons
ministry, bringing hope to young offenders. And The
Year Out, which is a brilliant way to get to know Jesus
better and be trained to share the good news of Jesus
with people. I’m also excited about some brilliant
things we’ve got coming up like digital evangelism.

My hope is to be enabling Youth for Christ to
become the most innovative, relevant, gospel-sharing
organisation there is. One that is relevant to where
young people are at and able to focus on what might
work in 10 years’ time from now. So, innovation is going
to be key.

Where do you think are the big opportunities for
Youth for Christ/churches to engage with young
people over the next few years?
Well, the exciting and relatively new online space is
something we need to be pressing into. Youth for
Christ are doing a totally great job of that but I feel
there’s more we can do. I’m keen to look at exactly
what digital evangelism looks like but also how do we
do it relevantly, well and in a way that transforms lives
for Jesus. I’m really excited to be pursuing that.
You’ve worked with young people in a local setting.
As a youth worker, what was your digital device
policy? Were you like ‘Put them down’?
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How can people be praying for you as you step into
this new role?
Prayer for me and my family as we get used to this
change in work, would be great. While I’m excited
about the challenge of leading nationally, it’s going
to be a big change to working in a local church with
young people, face to face. Pray that, as I seek to
serve Youth for Christ, the ultimate results will be more
young people being transformed by Jesus.
I’m really excited, as I move on after 12 years at Youth
for Christ, to be leaving things in such brilliant hands.
To watch the full interview go to
yfc.co.uk/passingthebaton
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Bringing the
Bible to Life
By Dan Lodge
At Youth for Christ, we passionately
believe that the Bible is foundational to
seeing young people’s lives transformed
by Jesus.
We know that in order to see young
people’s lives transformed, they have
to be exposed to the amazing storyredefining truths that are found
throughout Scripture. And we don’t just
know that this is true from belief. We’ve
seen it. Times where the word of God
has directly changed the lives of young
people.
The Bible changes lives
At a residential we ran recently, there was
a particular youth group that had clearly
dragged along a few young people. They
were on their phones during the majority
of the activities and roadshows that the
team were throwing their all into. On the
Saturday night, the theme was love and
the Bible passage that was preached was
1 John 3:16-20. This is how we know what
love is….The ringleader of that group
of young people had different body
language as those verses were unpacked.
His phone was off, his ears and heart
were attentive. An opportunity was given
to make a decision to follow Jesus. This
young person, and a bunch of his friends,
responded.

Even more recently, at a summer festival
in August, we saw the impact of the
Bible on a young life. A young man who
had absolutely no faith background, had
seemingly made it his mission to disrupt
the youth venue at a summer camp we
were running. One day he was the centre
of a massive issue that involved us calling
the police on site. He was hard work.
But one night, he came in (probably
to disrupt again) and heard the gospel
preached from the book of John. He
made a decision, based on the words
he heard, to commit his life to Christ. He
then spent the entire rest of that evening
sat with the team, going through the new
Bible he had been given to find out more
– even though there was a bonfire on
that night!
We also get feedback about the power
of the Bible from the subscribers of
the resources we produce. We create
outreach and discipleship resources
weekly – each one packed with lifetransforming references from the Bible.
We recently had feedback from a youth
leader who has worked through a series
on evangelism from Mettle (our 14-18s
discipleship programme). His young
people have taken the message of 1
Peter 3:15 to heart and are stepping up
conversations with their Non-Christian
friends.
Reading the Bible changes things
Here’s the challenge though, we are
undoubtedly dealing with the most
biblically illiterate generation in history
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(well – in history since the Bible came
about!). And though there are certainly
many varied reasons why this is the case
(numbers of young people in church
declining, the rise in 2nd, 3rd generation
unchurched families), we are convinced part
of the problem is that we aren’t as hot as
we should be at explaining how amazing
this book is to young people.
Perhaps because we’re aware that some
parts are challenging and we think young
people might not come to grips with the
complexities. Maybe because it’s long and
we think young people won’t have the
patience to get stuck in. Perhaps it might
even be because we aren’t aware of a Bible
that really meets the needs, issues and
desires that young people have today. Don’t
get us wrong, there are some fantastic
youth Bibles out there but are there many
that specifically consider the Non-Christian
young person and what would be needed
to get them interested in the word of God?

We started with young people. We
gathered a bunch together at our head
office and asked as many questions as
we could around Bible engagement. We
needed to know what young people wanted
from the Bible. We didn’t want to just
produce a version with a more relevant
cover. We wanted a Bible that matched the
needs of this generation.
The main watchword that came back to us
was ‘interactive’
What Young People Want

So, when the Bible Society came to Youth
for Christ’s head office to meet with the
church resources team to ask if we would
consider the possibility of producing a
brand new youth edition of the Bible, we
leapt at the opportunity. We absolutely
love the Bible Society and their mission to
bring the Bible to life for everyone. Their
commitment to taking Bibles to all nations,
peoples and kinds matches our own desire
to see young people’s lives changed by
Jesus.

Young people want a Bible that helps
them unpack the Bible! They want creative,
thought-provoking, active, visual ways to
dive deeper into God’s word and that’s not
just Christian young people. Those that
don’t yet believe in what the Bible is talking
about are still much more likely to find out,
if there are a variety of ways to help them
do that. That’s not all we learned from this
time. Young people also wanted colour, the
space to dream and explore, opportunity
to collaborate with friends and to be
challenged. Although each idea meant
more work for us, we were so encouraged
to hear that young people would be up for
reading the Bible, if they were offered just a
little more help.

They came to us as they were planning to

That’s why the Bible we have produced

A Fantastic Opportunity
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revamp their current Good News Bible for
young people. The original plan was for
a new cover and opening section but we
quickly found out there was scope for far
more. We had a year and we knew where to
start.
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has loads of creative, interactive
sections front, middle and back
(things like unpacking how the Bible
was put together, how to get the best
out of it and some key issues such
as relationships, mental health and
exams). It also has over 400 individual
interactions running throughout. Every
other page you open leads not only to
the incredible word of God but also a
creative way to best unpack that word.
Be it a paragraph to colour in, a link to
a YouTube video on a topic, a challenge
or a paragraph to help young people to
learn more about what they are reading,
this Bible exists to help young people
engage (or re-engage) with God’s word
in an exciting and fresh way.

up, as well as a Bible that encourages
Christian young people to dive deeper.
It’s a Bible for creatives, intellectuals, the
talkative, introverts, the outdoorsy and
the colourful. It’s a Bible that can both
serve as a journaling tool and an extra
youth worker in the room.

The Process

And this is what we do at Youth for
Christ. We remain anchored to the rock
and geared to the times. We haven’t
gone on a mission to add anything to
the perfect word of God but we have
responded to the challenge of today – to
re-engage a generation with the Bible in
the most fun and creative ways.

The whole process involved many hours
of planning, imagining, writing and
editing content. It has taken many more
hours in front of and behind cameras as
we have produced 30 high quality films
on biblical and cultural issues. More hours
have been spent consulting with young
people and going over cover designs and
specs. A massive shout out has to go to
our graphic designer Becky Vale - who
had to deal with shifting ideas, plans and
thoughts from young people and the
resources team, to design an outstanding
looking Bible.
It has been a lot of hard work but we are
delighted with how it has turned out.
This new Good News Bible is designed
to be both a Bible that a non-Christian
young person would be inspired to pick
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Designed by Young People, for Young
People
It is undoubtedly one of the most
exciting projects Youth for Christ has
been involved with in its more than
70 years of existence. This is because,
although the central truths of the Bible
remain constant, young people need new
ways to engage with them.

You can buy the Good News Bible Youth Edition from the Youth for Christ
website, as well as other book stores.
Why not grab some copies for young
people you know? Each of us in the
church resources team are buying a copy
for ourselves too, because they’re a lot of
fun.
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The vision was to create a space for
young Christian girls to receive support
and form a community who can stand
together in faith, whatever part of the
journey they’re on. A space that allows
girls to explore what it looks like to live
out their faith, in our culture with its
challenges and be part of a generation
of young women who are strong in their
faith! The line that God dropped into my
heart was: ‘The world’s voice is loud, are
you going to give me an opportunity for
my voice to be louder?’ And, of course,
my answer was yes.

Fiercely
Following Jesus
By Grace Wheeler
Sharing God’s heart with young people
and introducing them to Jesus is my
passion as an evangelist. But in late 2017
when God told me that He was going to
birth something really exciting through
Youth for Christ, I had no idea what it
would involve. As I prayed and sought
God about it over the following months,
He gave me a heart for young women, a
vision and a name for this incredible new
initiative.
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That’s why we’re launching ‘Fierce’; a
brand new one day event for 13-18 year
old girls on Saturday 16th March 2019 at
Gas Street Church. A few hundred girls
will gather together with their youth
workers, parents or guardians in the
heart of Birmingham from 10am-7pm
to worship God, hear from incredible
speakers, enjoy amazing performances
by Christian artists and have time to
pray. Fierce is a chance for girls to
come together from all walks of life,
backgrounds and worlds to hear God
speak powerfully into their lives. Girls
(and boys) are bombarded by the media
about what they should place their value
in, but the family of God is a powerful
thing and means they don’t have to face
these pressures alone.
Though the word ‘fierce’ is often
associated with aggression, it can also
refer to a heartfelt passionate intensity.
That’s the sense we mean it in. We’re
going to be looking deep into the Bible
and talking about how to follow Jesus
with our whole heart in a world where
living out our faith can be a challenge.

We’ll also be celebrating and joining
together to say that while there’s a cost
to fiercely following Jesus, it’s worth it.
The speakers will include Rachel
Gardener from Youthscape, Dan Blyth
from Hillsong and WorshipCentral’s Anna
Hellebronth. Singer song-writer Phillipa
Hannah will also be performing.
Fierce will be a reminder to girls who
know Jesus, and a challenge to those
who do not yet, that God’s love for you
is enough and you don’t need to seek
that love and affirmation from anywhere
else. I heard the voice of God for the first
time at a gathering like this when I was
young. It was the still small voice of the
Holy Spirit yet it was an incredible and
powerful encounter. If I could hear from
God in that setting, then anyone can. My
prayer is that every girl and every leader
who comes will encounter God.
If you’re a youth leader, you need to
bring your girls to Fierce because they’ll
be encouraged, stirred to ask questions,
make great friendships and be given the
opportunity to respond to the gospel.
This event will enable you to journey with
the girls in your youth group in one day,
hopefully in a really significant way, and
lead on to more conversations in your
local setting. Our aim is for Fierce to be
an annual event. We would love for each
girl that attends to pray for one of their
friends who isn’t yet a Christian and then
bring that friend the following year.
We are excited, we are expectant and we
can’t wait to see you there.
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Fighting the
Good Fight
By Lyndsay Smith
Has a video ever stopped you in your
tracks? When a friend sent me one of a
man speaking to a young gang member on
the streets and telling him his story, I knew
we had to connect with him. That man was
Stephen Addison.
In the video, he explains how he grew up
on an estate in East London. Stephen was
bullied at school due to the colour of his
skin and being overweight so he started
misbehaving. Eventually he got kicked
out of school. At 15 he was on the streets
living the gang lifestyle - dealing drugs,
committing robberies and fraud because
he believed he could never do anything
right. “Making money made me feel better
about myself,” he admits.
With his life spiralling out of control,
Stephen had a dream that he was going
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to go to prison for murder. In it God spoke
to him and said “Stephen, if you carry on
living your life this way, you are going to
end up there but if you give your life to
me, I’ll make you a role model to young
people all over the world”. His parents
are Ghanaian Christians so when he told
his Mum, she encouraged him to do what
God said. At the age of 20 he gave his
life to God. Stephen says he instantly felt
“complete forgiveness” and that with
Christ’s strength, he could accomplish
anything.

Dagenham called ‘BoxUpCrime’. They
work with vulnerable young people of all
racial and religious groups across London
at risk of having their lives ruined by
crime, helping them through engaging
boxing training, educational programmes
and mentoring. He also now runs the
behavioural programme at his old school.
“Years earlier, they told me to never step
foot in the school again and now I’m
a governor of it,” he says. “But it’s not
because I’m smart, not because I know
how to box but because Jesus lives in me.”

He started boxing and changed his
lifestyle. “I stopped smoking weed. Two
years later I told my mates about my
dream. They just laughed it off.” After 2
years at University, Stephen won the British
Amateur Boxing Championship. The same
day that he was on the back page of the
Newspapers for winning Gold, 4 of his
friends were on the front page being given
life in prison for murder.

At Chislehurst Youth for Christ, we are
looking at how we can work with Stephen
to establish BoxUpCrime in local areas and
develop this as a model across churches.
We know some people might be a little
put off by boxing but we see its value as
a means to tell disaffected young people
about Jesus and give them a sense of
belonging. I’ve noticed over the years that
the best way to attract young people is
through something that’s cool and boxing
is cool.

Stephen has spent the last 5 years setting
up a social enterprise in Barking and

This Summer, the local council gave
Stephen money to run BoxUpCrime pop
up events across London. On August 15th
we joined with the BoxUpCrime team to
run one in Mottingham, which local church
pastors attended. It was a great day as the
community saw BoxUpCrime in action and
Stephen led someone to Christ.
We’re really excited about partnering with
Stephen and the guys at BoxUpCrime
because they’re passionate about the
gospel and seeing young people impacted.
Stephen’s heart goes out to youth on the
streets, caught up in gangs because he
knows exactly what they’re going through.
“I’ve been able to turn the past mistakes
that I’ve made into blessings – not just for
myself but for many young people as well.
When I got exposed to the Holy Spirit, He
completely transformed me. That’s how
I know He can do the same with other
young people who are on the streets,
involved in gangs and heading for prison
or death.”
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Get Involved
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Connect
Our 70+ local Youth for Christ
centres across England, Scotland
and Wales are locally focused,
locally driven outreach projects,
where churches work together to
communicate the love of Christ to
young people. To partner with us as
a church, email yfc@yfc.co.uk. Find
your local Youth for Christ ministry
and how you can get involved at
yfc.co.uk/local

Book
Fierce is a brand new one day
event for young women aged 13-18,
taking place at Gas Street Church in
Birmingham on Saturday 16th March
2019. There’ll be time to worship,
pray and talk as we learn together
how to fiercely follow God in our
communities, schools, colleges and
workplaces. Book your tickets now at
yfc.co.uk/fiercebooking

Buy
We believe the Good News Bible –
Youth Edition will play a key part in
seeing young people’s lives changed
by Jesus. That’s why this Bible is
designed to be creative, informative
and interactive. Visit yfc.co.uk/gnb
to find out more and order a copy
for yourself or the young people you
know.

Give
Your support makes it possible for
more young people in Britain to hear
about Jesus and decide to follow
Him. Giving to Youth for Christ
enables more resources, projects
and missions to be created and more
local communities to be impacted by
the good news about Him. You can
donate monthly or via a one-off gift
at yfc.co.uk/getinvolved
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